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“Four Reasons Not to 

Use Social Media...and 

Why to Use It Anyway” 

Christine Durand and Kristen 
Cici provide an overview of 
the pros and cons of using 
social media in the Nonprofit 
Quarterly (12/20/11). 
 
These days, a nonprofit com-
municator must be quick to 
learn new tools, new tech-
nologies, and how to apply 
them to his or her organiza-
tion. But over the past eight 
years, we’ve seen the rise 
and fall of social media giants 
like MySpace, Google Buzz, 
and Delicious. Those that 
invested their own and their 
organization’s time and re-
sources into these tools may 
have felt burned by the social 
media bandwagon. 
 
Social media can be confus-
ing and overwhelming. At the 
same time, there is a lot of 
pressure for nonprofits to 
embrace social media and 
engage with donors, volun-
teers, and supporters using 
tools like Facebook, Google 
+, and Twitter. In this article 
Durand and Cici explore why, 
why not, and how to use 
social media to the best ad-
vantage of your organization.  
 
Click here for full article 

The Art of Bartering 
 
From Matisse and Picasso 
exchanging work to Warhol 
swapping art for a video 
camera, artists have long 
embraced bartering. Below 
are some recent examples.  
 
Bartering Art for Taxes 
 
Facebook IPO Turns Graffiti 
Artist Into Millionaire 
(pictured) 
 
Lincoln Hospital Gets      
Creative with Health Care 
 
Bidding on Art With Goods 
and Services as Currency 

Tracie Gilstrap has worked in 
the non-profit sector for over 
15 years in the areas of arts 
and culture, youth organizing,  
reproductive health, domestic 
violence, and safety. She has 
managed grants for organiza-
tional development, capacity-
building, and capital projects. 
To the benefit of her grantees, 
Tracie applies a disciplined 
approach to her projects. “My 
personal mission is to make a 
difference,” stated Tracie, 
“and through UMEZ funding, I 
spark the flame that encour-
ages effective change to  
occur.” 

Social Media in  

Upper Manhattan 

Below are some examples of 
how Upper Manhattan arts 
groups are connecting with 
their constituencies through 
Twitter.  
 
Studio Museum — posts audi-
ence giveaways and career 
opportunities for artists.   
 
MCNY — retweets reviews 
from its visitors.   
 
Apollo Theater — encourages 
the audience to vote acts into 
Amateur Night contests. 

 
 
 
 
 

In this business, 
life is one long 

fundraising effort.  

Alvin Ailey  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A civilization is 
only a way of life. 

A culture is the 
way of making 

that life beautiful. 
Frank Lloyd 

Wright 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A work of art is 
never finished, 

only abandoned.  
Anatole France 
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Non-Profit Resources:  
The Foundation Center  

 
Through data, analysis, and 
training, The Foundation 
Center connects people who 
want to change the world to 
the resources they need to 
succeed. The Center offers 
learning centers, a compre-
hensive funder database, 
research reports, web-based 
and classroom training, and 
an informative news service.   

Meet a CIIF 

Program Officer: 

Tracie Gilstrap  
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